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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to Amendnfient filed December 6, 2006. Claims 1-8, 
12-19, 23-31, 34-41 are presented for further examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) . 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8, 12-19, 23-31 , 34-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Jennings, III (hereinafter "Jen", US Patent 6,732,165 B1 ). 

As per claims 1,12, 23, 34, Jen discloses in a local area network (LAN") system 
comprising at least one client, a method performed by a client to receive MAC address, 
processor and memory, and program instructions, wherein said client-side method, 
processor and memory, and program instructions comprises: 

• Selecting by said client a MAC address available for said network (column 4, lines 
51-52, column 5, lines 4-5, column 6, line 8); 

• Monitoring by said client broadcasts over said network for each MAC address 
advertisement frame transmitted over said network responsive to selecting said 
MAC address (column 4, lines 49-53); 
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• Determining whetlier eacli said advertisement frame monitored by said client Is an 
advertisement frame for said selected MAC address (column 6, lines 5-12); 

• Broadcasting a MAC address request frame by said client wherein said MAC 
address request is requesting by said selected MAC address, responsive to a 
determination that each said MAC advertisement frame monitored is not an 
advertisement frame for said selected MAC address (column 4. lines 53-55, column 

6, lines 24-26); 

• Determining whether a MAC address response frame was received by said client 
responsive to broadcasting said MAC address advertisement frame (column 4, lines 
55-56, 59-60, column 5, lines 11-15, column 6, lines 25-29). 

• Broadcasting a MAC address advertisement frame from said client wherein said 
MAC address advertisement frame Is for said selected address indicating said client 
is using said selected address if no MAC address response frame was received 
(column 4, lines 57-58, column 5, lines 15-18, column 6, lines 41-43, 65-66, column 

7, lines 1-2). 

As per claims 2, 13, 25, 35, Jen discloses the method, processor and memory, and 
program instructions of Claims 1, 14, 24, 34, wherein said client-side method further 
comprises: 

• Receiving a MAC advertisement frame by said client (column 6, lines 3-5); 

• Determining whether said MAC address advertisement frame for selected address 
was received by said client (column 6, lines 7-9); 
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• Sending a duplicate MAC address frame from said client, responsive to a 
determination that said MAC address advertisement frame is for said selected MAC 
address (column 6, lines 13-16); 

• Returning to the act of broadcasting MAC address advertisement frames for said 
selected address from said client (column 6, lines 13-19). 

As per claims 3, 14, 25, 36, Jen discloses the method, processor and memory, and 
program instructions of Claims 2, 13, 25, 35, wherein said client-side method further 
comprises: 

• Receiving a MAC address response frame from a server by said client (column 4, 
lines 55-59); 

• Determining whether said confirms the availability of said selected MAC address for 
said client if a MAC address response frame being received (column 4, lines 60-63); 

• Employing said MAC address for said client (column 5, lines 1 5-16); 

• Proceeding to said act of broadcasting said MAC address advertisement frame for 
said selected address from said client (column 6, lines 65-67, column 7, lines 1-2). 

As per claims 4, 15, 26, 37, Jen disclose the method, processor and memory, and 
program instructions of Claims 2, 13, 25, 35, wherein said method further comprises 
rejecting said selected MAC address by said client if a duplicate MAC address frame 
was received (column 5, lines 1-6). 
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As per claims 5, 16, 27, 38. Jen discloses the method, processor and memory, and 
program instructions of Claims 2, 13, 25, 35, wherein said method further comprises 
discloses indicating a waning message by said client if no server confirms the 
availability of said selected MAC address (column 6, lines 47-53). 

As per claims 6, 17. 28, 39, Jen discloses the method, processor and memory, 
and program instructions of Claims 2, 13, 25, 35, wherein said method further 
comprises indicating a warning message by said client If a duplicate MAC address 
frame Is received (column 6, lines 5-10). 

As per claims 7, 18, 29, 40, Jen discloses the method, processor and memory, 
and program instructions of Claims 2, 13, 25, 35, wherein said method further 
comprises: 

returning to the act of selecting a MAC address by said client If no server confirms the 
availability of the selected MAC address (column 6, lines 41-43). 

As per claims 8, 19. 30, 41, Jen discloses the method, processor and memory, 
and program Instmctions of Claims 2. 13. 25, 35, wherein said method further 
comprises: 

returning to the act of selecting a MAC address by said client If a duplicate MAC 
address frame was received for the selected MAC address (column 6. lines 15-17). 



Application/Control Number: 10/072,097 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2157 

Response to Arguments 
The Office notes the following argument: 

(a) Jennings does not teach the system or method for selecting a IVIAC address for a 
system. 

3. Applicant's argument filed has been fully considered but is not persuasive. 
In response to: 

(a) Jennings discloses a server chooses a network address that has not been 
selected within a valid range. If another server has already selected that particular 
address, the server re-selects an address from the list of available addresses (column 

4, lines 50-53, 65-67, column 5, lines 1-6, column 6, lines 7-12, 23-28, 65-67). 
Therefore, Jennings, without a doubt, teaches "the system or method for selecting a 
MAC address for a system". 

(b) Applicant is encouraged to review claim 34 for possible 101 non-statutory subject 
matter. Examiner recommends that "tangibly" be removed from the claim. Also, 
dependent claims 35-41 should recite "the program storage device of Claim 34". The 
necessary corrections are suggested. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N. Burgess whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3996. The examiner can nonnally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Ettinene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonmation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Barbara Burgess 
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